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Giving: The Three Questions 
Week 3 | How Much? 
The Engage God Daily for this series is a reprint of Senior Pastor, Bruce Miller’s book, 
Giving: The Three Questions. 

This week, we are reprinting Chapter 3 of Giving: Three Questions. So far, we considered 
why we should give and to whom should we give? This week, we’re answering the final 
question, “How much should we give?” 

Day 1	
How much should we give? 

Where does this question come from? It varies.  

The question arises from sincere Christians who are not sure what the Bible says, but they 
really want to honor God.  

Others ask the question out of a desire to find the minimum level. Their real question is, “How 
little could I give, and it still be acceptable?” 

The question arises as we set personal budgets and prayerfully ask how much to spend, save 
and give. Concrete financial realities complicate the question, such as should I give if I am in 
debt? What if I am not able to pay my bills right now? What if I lost my job, but still have 
investments? What if I am on a fixed income? And more questions related to your specific 
financial circumstances. 

Many Christians have been taught to “tithe,” which is to give 10 percent. You may wonder if 
you should give 1/10th of your income, and then is that figured from your gross or your net, 
and what counts as income? If your grandma gives you $100 for your birthday, are you 
obligated to give $10 to your church? 

You may have heard a slogan such as “give til it hurts” or “give more than you can afford.” Is 
your giving ever enough? Jesus told one man in the Bible to give away all his money (Luke 
18:22). And a widow who gave away all she had to live on was commended by Jesus (Mark 
12:41-44). Is that the biblical standard for how much to give if you are really committed to 
God? 
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Why do you think the question of how much to give is so sensitive? Why do people avoid a 
conversation on giving? I wonder if it’s because money ties straight to our hearts. What we do 
with our money concretely reveals our hearts. Jesus said, 

Where your treasure is, there your heart is also (Matthew 6:21).   

It’s a matter of the heart. Money concretely expresses what matters to us. It shows where our 
faith lies, and it is countable and objective, so it is sensitive.  

Since your giving is a response to God’s generosity, how much did he give? He gave his one 
and only Son. You could never “repay” God, and that’s not even a noble motive for giving. We 
delight in God’s amazing generosity to us that inspires us to be generous out of gratitude. God 
welcomes us into his family and offers us an eternal inheritance that believers share with 
Jesus Christ as coheirs. Our divine inheritance is simply incredible, so rich.  

Let’s cut through the rhetoric and go straight to God’s Word to answer this practical, spiritual 
question. You do not want to be stingy, sporadic or unfaithful, but rather generous and 
honoring to God, and you want to avoid extremes, and avoid legalism. What does God’s Word 
actually tell you about how much you should give? 

The “Tithe” 

One answer you will find to this question is to tithe. “Tithe” is one of those words you hear 
often in churches, but not much in general conversation. While the word tithe literally means 
“tenth,” today the term “tithing” is often erroneously used of all giving. People talk about 
“tithing” $100 a month when they actually make $5,000 a month. A true tithe would be five 
times as much, $500, because that is 10 percent of $5,000. 

Does God command you to give 10 percent? Good Christians disagree on this topic. Here’s 
how I see it. In the Old Testament law, there were actually three “tithes”—a tithe was required 
to support the Levites, a second 10 percent was used for a religious festival, and every third 
year an additional 10 percent was collected for widows and orphans for a total of about 23 
percent!   

While Jesus refers to the tithe (Matthew 23:23), the New Testament never commands giving a 
tithe. However, the 10 percent guideline can serve as a simple starting point. For instance, 
even before the law, Abraham gave a tenth (Genesis 14:20). As we uncover New Testament 
principles for giving, you will see that many of us should be giving more than 10 percent or 
even 23 percent.  

So, while the tithe is not a command or a law for Christians today, it is a simple, easy-to-figure 
guideline based on an historical precedent. I encourage parents to teach your children to give. 
When we gave our kids an allowance, we taught them to set aside 10 percent to give to the 
Lord at the church. If their allowance was $10 a week, they gave $1 a week, beginning a life of 
generosity.  
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If the answer is not that God requires a tenth (a tithe), then how much does the Bible say you 
should give? Given that you really want to honor God in this area of your life, what do you do? 

For the rest of the week, we’ll be answering this question with a practical approach to 
giving. 

Reflect 

If you have trusted in Jesus Christ, then on your best days you really do want to honor God 
with your giving. But how much giving will honor God? If you are really giving in a mature 
manner, then how much money should you give? 

Certainly, the Holy Spirit is involved in guiding us, but does God give us any guidelines to 
help? Can you ever give enough? Married couples often disagree over this question. One wants 
to give more and the other less. If you are married, use the opportunity this series provides to 
have honest, loving, grace-filled discussions with your spouse about giving. 

• What is your current giving plan? (It may be that you don’t yet have one.) What 
practical steps would you need to take to plan your giving in advance? 

• What is your view on “tithing”?  
• How	would	you	answer	another	person	who	asked	you,	“How	much	does	the	Bible	say	we	

are	to	give?”	

Day 2 
This week, we are reprinting Chapter 3 of  Bruce Miller’s book, Giving: Three Questions. 
We’re answering the question, “How much should you give?” 

We want our giving to be generous and honoring to God. What does God’s Word actually tell 
us about how much you should give? 

In spite of our varying financial circumstances, there are three biblical principles that can 
guide each one of us in deciding how much to give. To keep it simple, I call it “3P Giving.” 
Each P stands for a guiding biblical principle. Your first P is Planned. 

Planned 

Generous giving is not haphazard, but prayerfully planned. On Sunday morning, you should 
not be determining how much you will give. That should have been determined ahead of time. 
Paul says,  

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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The word “decided” in Greek, proērētai, means to set aside beforehand, to decide in advance. 
Listen to Paul’s direction to the Christians in Corinth:  

On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money (1 
Corinthians 16:1). 

You cannot set aside a sum of money without planning in advance.  

As you plan your giving, you should make giving your first consideration before other 
allocations. This is the firstfruits principle. Proverbs says: 

Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will 
be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine (Proverbs 3:9–10).  

In an agrarian economy, the firstfruits were literally the first of the crops of olives, wheat or 
whatever they harvested. It would also be the best. If they raised sheep, it would be the first 
and best of their lambs. We are to give our first and best to the Lord.  

When we delay giving, we often forget to give, or the money gets used for something else. 
Some people add up all their financial obligations and then give on what is left. Or you may 
just look at what’s left at the end of the month.  

The better way is to plan it off the top. Take your income, calculate 10 percent or more and 
give it first, then allocate the rest to everything else. Plan to give to God first. You will find that 
your 90 percent goes further than your 100 percent when you honor God with your 
“firstfruits” by giving him the first 10 percent or more.  

So how do you practically plan your giving? Some of you are more detailed planners with your 
money and some are more free spirits. In any case, you need to prayerfully determine your 
giving in advance. Take time to calculate your income, then set a percentage to give. My wife, 
Tamara, and I use Mint.com for our personal budgeting. If you are not sure where to start, I 
recommend 10 percent. If you can’t get there all at once, make 10 percent your goal and start 
somewhere above zero. Start with 1 percent.  

In general, I recommend giving at the same frequency you are paid or receive income. If you 
are paid weekly, give weekly. I’m paid a bi-monthly paycheck on the 10th and 25th, so my wife 
and I have set up our online giving in that rhythm.  

If you are married, your giving is more complicated because you need to agree. If you are 
single, give all you want. That’s one of the benefits of being single!  

Husbands and wives rarely agree at the start. A conversation about giving can be a great way 
to grow your marriage with a spiritual conversation. I encourage you to set aside unhurried 
time, pray, then listen deeply to each other. Look at the financial facts for your family, pray for 
unity and then come to agreement. In general, I would lean toward the more generous spouse. 
That’s what Tamara and I try to do with our giving decisions. The first P in 3P Giving is 
Planned. The second P is Proportionate. 
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We’ll talk about proportionate giving tomorrow. 

Reflect 

• How would you describe the “firstfruits” principle to someone else? 
• How can you better plan your giving? 

Day 3  
This week, we are reprinting Chapter 3 of  Bruce Miller’s book, Giving: Three Questions. 
We’re answering the question, “How much should you give?” This week we’re talking about 
“3 P giving.” Yesterday we discussed how our giving should be planned, today we’re talking 
about how it should be proportionate.  

Proportionate 

You can find this truth as far back as Moses in Deuteronomy.  

Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you 
(Deuteronomy 16:17).  

In his instructions to the Corinthians about their giving, Paul says,  

Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your 
completion of it, according to your means. For if the willingness is there, the gift is 
acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have (2 
Corinthians 8:10–12).  

Notice your giving is not based strictly on income, but on how the Lord has blessed you, 
according to what you have. This is broader than income.  

Having said that, you may have very little or even nothing. If you are in deep poverty, your 
church family should come around you to help you. Let them know. They may not be aware of 
your situation. No member of a local church should go without basic needs for food, clothes 
and shelter. The rest of the church family is ready to give to you.  

Your giving is to be in proportion to how you have been blessed by God. To the Corinthians, 
Paul said they were to set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income (1 Corinthians 
16:2).  He commended the amazingly generous Macedonian Christians for their model 
because, they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability (2 Corinthians 
8:3).  

Most of us in the western world have been blessed financially far beyond the majority of 
people in the world and yet our giving is terribly disproportionate to our income. You can go 
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on the Internet and find websites where you can compare your income to the rest of world. It’s 
embarrassing, because at least for me, I had to stare at the fact that my income puts me in the 
top 1 percent of the world.  

In a study of data from IRS tax returns, Scott Burns, a financial writer for the Dallas Morning 
News, discovered an alarming trend.  

Households with less adjusted gross incomes gave a much higher percentage to charity than 
those with higher adjusted gross incomes. At the low end, households with adjusted gross 
incomes of $10,000 to $15,000 gave an average of 11.6 percent. Households with adjusted 
gross incomes of $200,000 to $500,000 gave 2.5 percent.   

Burns says if you study the entire table, you find that “Giving and income are inversely related. 
People with higher incomes give less.”1 

This phenomenon is the opposite of the biblical principle. As your income increases, your 
giving should increase. Generous giving is proportionate. Many Americans can give more than 
10 percent and still handle other obligations responsibly.  

Let’s look at the actual giving for a church. This data comes from my own church several years 
ago based on annual giving. And I’m told these percentages are common in American 
churches. 

§ 16 percent of the households gave over $4,000 with an average gift of $9,508.  
§ 29 percent gave between $400 and $3,999 with an average gift of $1,596.  
§ 20 percent gave $1 to $399 with an average gift of $122.  
§ 35 percent of households gave zero. 

Try to find yourself on the list. Into which category did you fall last year in terms of giving to 
your own local church? Of course, the amount of your income makes a big difference in the 
amount of your giving. One problem is that as our income increases, our spending increases, 
but too often our giving does not increase.  

Let’s get practical. Figure out what percentage of your income you gave last year. Look at your 
last paycheck for the year or your  

W-2. Or just look at your income last month, and the percentage of your income that you gave 
last month.  

Honestly face the truth about your giving in terms of the percentage of your income. One 
couple in our church really impressed me. They did this exercise and confessed they did not 
feel good about their giving and wanted to be held accountable. So they gave me an envelope 
with a copy of the page from their 1040 tax return that lists their adjusted gross income and a 
copy of their contribution statement from the church. Then they wrote the percentage of their 

 
1 Scott	Burns,	The	Disciple	of	Giving,	“Asset					Builder,”	December	25,	2005. 
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giving to the church. The first year it was something like 2.8 percent, but over the next two 
years, they have given me the same envelope, and every year the percentage has grown. 

Once you figure out what proportion you are giving today, take a step forward. Take one step 
up from 3 percent to 4 percent. Or from 10 percent to 11 percent or up to 25 percent or even 
50 percent. One family in our church gave 50 percent of their income and they loved it. You 
can’t out give God.  

If you have any income at all and are giving nothing, I encourage you to start with something. 
If are you giving something, I encourage to pray about 10 percent. Make a big faith jump. If 
you are at 10 percent, I encourage you to pray about a step beyond that.  

But what if you are in debt? Should you pay off your debt before you start giving? No. Give 
first. Honor God above your creditors. What if you are barely paying bills? Give something 
anyway. Take a hard look at where your money is going, especially in discretionary areas such 
as clothing, eating out, entertainment, including cable and satellite TV, and your cell phone 
plan. Your giving may not be 10 percent of your income, but give more than zero.  

Giving is one of the only areas where God invites you to test him. I invite you to take God up 
on his invitation in Malachi, where God says,  

 “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in 
this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it” (Malachi 3:10). 

I’ve encouraged many people to take this “Malachi Challenge” and no one has ever regretted 
it. God keeps his promise. The blessings may not be financial. They might be better than 
money.  

How much should you give? Your giving should be Planned and Proportionate. Those are the 
first two Ps. Here’s the third. Our giving should be Progressive.    

We’ll discuss progressive giving tomorrow. 

Reflect 

• According to Deuteronomy 16:17 and 1 Corinthians 8:10–12, how much should you 
give? 

• What would be a “proportionate” amount from your current income to give? 

Day 4 
This week, we are reprinting Chapter 3 of  Bruce Miller’s book, Giving: Three Questions. 
We’re answering the question, “How much should you give?” We’ve been considering “3P 
Giving,” and so far we’ve seen that giving should be planned and proportionate. Today we’re  
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Progressive   

Most of us want to keep growing in faith, knowledge and love. We want to take next steps to 
move further down the path to Christ-likeness. Yet in regard to generous giving, many decide 
a fixed percentage or level giving amount and stay there for life. But spiritual maturity 
includes growing in generous giving. Paul tells us,  

But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness and in your love for us2—see that you also excel in this grace of giving (2 
Corinthians 8:7).  

To excel, in Greek, perisseuete, means to abound, to be outstanding. You do not want to be 
stagnant in your giving. You should excel in the grace of giving. You may have heard of prayer 
warriors, people who are amazing at prayer. What about giving warriors? God has entrusted 
us with so much. Generous givers progress in their giving. One member of our church agreed 
to let me share his story. Here it is. 

 “I hope this encourages everyone to enjoy the blessings of giving and generosity. I have had 4 
major milestones in my giving and generosity. Years ago as a new believer with a young 
family, God led me to know that if I was really going to trust Him, I would have to trust Him 
with the first 10 percent. Amazingly, we got through those lean years without going into debt 
while staying in the black. Several years later, I was impressed by a sermon about not just 
giving, but giving gladly and beyond the tithe. We started giving a greater percentage and each 
time we got more, we gave more. Then about four years ago, we started to give without being 
so concerned about the tax deduction. More giving went directly to individuals as needs 
arose. One year ago, we set out to give more by trying to say yes each time a need arose at 
church or in the ministries we support. It was a great blessing to meet needs throughout the 
year. We have been blessed and we are confident that God will bless your giving efforts.”  

Paul motivated the Corinthian Christians by sharing the example of the believers in 
Macedonia. They still inspire me today to progress in my generosity. In 2 Corinthians chapter 
8 Paul writes:  

Now we make known to you, brothers and sisters, the grace of God given to the churches of 
Macedonia, that during a severe ordeal of suffering, their abundant joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in the wealth of their generosity. For I testify, they gave according 
to their means and beyond their means (2 Corinthians 8:1–3). 

They gave beyond what could be reasonably expected of them. Even in an ordeal of suffering, 
which may have been a famine, in their extreme poverty they overflowed in rich generosity 
and abundant joy. They gave not just according to their means, but beyond their means!  

Over the years, I’ve been quietly praying that I could follow the example of R.G. LeTourneau, 
for whom the university is named. LeTourneau excelled in generosity. As an inventor of 
earthmoving machines, LeTourneau reached the point of giving 90 percent of his income to 

 
2 Some manuscripts in our love for you 
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the Lord. As he put it, “I shovel out the money, and God gives back more. God has a bigger 
shovel.” One day I hope to give 90 percent of my income. That would be awesome and so 
much fun.  

Of course, the lady who many consider the greatest giver in the Bible, gave the least amount. 
Jesus held up a poor widow as an example of generous giving. In Luke 21 we read, 

Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box. He also saw a poor 
widow put in two small copper coins. He said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put 
in more than all of them. For they all offered their gifts out of their wealth. But she, out of her 
poverty, put in everything she had to live on” (Luke 21:1–4).  

These two copper coins would be worth today about 58 cents each. She gave $1.16. Which is 
larger, $1.16 or $11,600? Obviously $11,600, but not to Jesus. While others gave out of their 
wealth, she gave out of her poverty. It is not the number of coins given, but the number of 
coins left over. The disciples saw portions; Jesus saw proportion. The disciples saw how much 
was given; Jesus saw how much was left.  

After you give, how much do you keep? In the grace of giving, no one has an advantage. If you 
have had a big decrease in your income, you may have to decrease your giving, but you can 
still well up in generosity. Regardless of your income, you can be the biggest giver, not that 
that’s the goal, but you get the point.  

What’s in your heart when you ask the question: How much should I give? I believe God is 
calling each of us to grow to the place where we seek to give as much as we can. When you see 
the incredible generosity of God and the high stakes of the gospel, you are compelled.  

Your giving funds the advance of the gospel that saves people eternally. One of the most 
famous and soul-stirring movies of the last few decades won seven Oscars. Schindler’s List 
tells the story of businessman Oskar Schindler, who though initially motivated by profit, 
showed extraordinary courage and dedication to save the lives of Jewish people during the 
Holocaust. The scene at the end of movie is gripping, haunting. Although he had given a huge 
amount of his resources and made a massive impact, he says in tears with intense emotion, “I 
could have got more. I threw away so much money. I did not do enough.” He pulls a gold pin 
off his jacket and says, “I could have sold it and saved one more person.” (It’s worth looking 
up the clip to watch it.) 

May we be equally compelled. When you give to your local church, you impact children and 
students. Kids’ lives are literally saved spiritually and physically—and you are changed in the 
process. Like Oskar Schindler, most of us look back on so much money we have wasted, 
money that could have been invested in saving lives with the gospel of Jesus.  

Schindler wished he had given even more. The Scripture calls you to grow in generosity, to 
excel in the grace of giving. However, godly giving is not inspired by guilt, but by joy. When 
you give generously you create joy. You put a smile on God’s face. You put a smile on others’ 
faces when you meet their physical needs and even more when you fund the gospel that saves 
them eternally. Giving brings blessings. It creates joy.  
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Reflect 

• Our generous giving should be progressively growing so we excel in the grace of giving 
(2 Corinthians 8:7). How has your giving grown over your lifetime? How do you hope it 
grows in the years ahead?  

Day 5  
This week, we are reprinting Chapter 3 of  Bruce Miller’s book, Giving: Three Questions. 
We’ve been answering the question, “How much should you give?” Today, let’s reflect on 
what we’ve learned and think about how we’ll apply God’s Word to our lives. 

Reflect 

We have one simple question in this chapter: How much should I give? It turns out that as we 
grow spiritually, and realize how much God has given to us and how much joy we find in 
giving, the question changes from how much should I give to how much can I give? Biblically, 
generous giving is 3P Giving: Planned, Proportionate and Progressive. We plan our giving in 
proportion to what we have been given as we progress in greater and greater generosity.  

Here’s the bottom line: 

Why do we give?  

To create joy. Remember the three smiles.  

To whom should we give?  

Remember the three recipients: your church family, those in need and global workers.  

How much do we give?  

Remember the 3Ps of giving, Planned, Proportionate and Progressive.  

Your generous giving responds to God’s prior and overwhelming generosity to us. God gave 
the greatest gift, his one and only Son through whom we receive eternal life by trusting in him.  

If you have never trusted in Jesus Christ, that’s the most important step you could take. God 
wants to give you eternal life, forgiveness for all your sins. He offers them to us in Jesus 
Christ. You receive his gift of salvation by placing faith in Jesus.  

Then your giving imitates God. Giving brings you joy as you bring others joy and, most 
importantly, brings God joy. That’s the generosity effect, a cascade of smiles, a joy chain 
reaction.  
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May you excel in the grace of giving creating a massive wave of joy! 

Move to Action 

If you haven’t done so already, take some time to review your finances (with your spouse if 
you’re married). Write down the amount of your giving over the last year, or few months. 
Then write down your income over that same period of time. Calculate the percentage of your 
income that you give. Be specific about what percentage you give to your local church, and 
what percent you give to everything else.  

Is your giving planned? Proportionate? Are you progressing in the act of giving?  

Consider taking the “Malachai Challenge.” See Malacahi 3:10-12. Give your tithe (10% of your 
income) to God through your local church for 90 days and see if you experience divine 
blessings.  

What are your biggest takeaways from this series? As you picture your future spiritual growth 
as a disciple of Jesus, how would like to grow in the grace of giving? 

 


