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The Table  
Be Known. Be Loved. 

Week 1 | God’s Table 
Whether it’s made of rough pine, elegant mahogany, or sleek glass and chrome, a table can 
become the heart of a home. It can be the place where people gather for morning coffee, quick 
meals, lengthy dinners, or holiday feasts. It can be a place where old friends catch up and new 
friends are made. From it you might hear uproarious peals of laughter or the quiet murmurs 
of serious discussion. In a home where all are welcomed and conversation flows freely, what 
happens at the table can shape the lives of those who are seated around it. 

Yet for many of us, our table is underutilized, at least for the intended purpose of gathering 
around it. Our tables are covered with the clutter of busy, modern life — surfaces littered with 
mail, paper work, or school projects. No one in the family bothers to clear off the table because 
we eat apart, or if we gather at all, it is in front of a screen. 

And what about gathering with people beyond our own families? Even before COVID-19 
became a concern, only some of us were regularly having people over, and it was even rarer 
still for us to invite someone new. And it’s not like we were necessarily gathering around 
restaurant or coffee shop tables either. Before the pandemic, when was the last time you had 
dinner or coffee with someone you didn’t know well and business wasn’t involved?  

Of course, it’s not really about a physical table but what the time around a table represents. 
Too many people in our community are living isolated lives. They’re overwhelmed by life, but 
having too few meaningful conversations about things that matter. They are lacking a sense of 
connection and belonging. Too many people are like islands in an archipelago, alone and 
separated by the sea, while God designed us to be like branches of a tree, connected to one 
another by the trunk and fed by the roots, so we can thrive.  

The table is a symbol of family, community, and faithful presence. It’s a symbol of our deep 
desire to be known and be loved. It’s a symbol that we see throughout Scripture as a place 
where God dwells with and provides for his people. God sets a table for us and joins us around 
it. 

Over the next few weeks, we’re going to be discussing God’s tables as we unveil Christ 
Fellowship’s new vision. Our vision is to reduce loneliness, anxiety, and addiction by having 
meaningful conversations where people experience Christ through us. We’re asking everyone 
who calls this church home to accept God’s invitation to join him as the host of the table, 
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inviting people to experience the presence of Christ through the welcoming community of his 
people, by inviting people to share a table with you and have a meaningful conversation. 

Day 1 
The theme of the table can be traced through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Starting 
next week, we’re going to consider the Last Supper, the Lord’s Supper, and the wedding feast 
of the Lamb in the book of Revelation. This week we’re going to do a brief survey of “tables” 
from Genesis through Exodus and into the Gospels.  

In the Bible, the table has always been a place of presence — where God is present with his 
people and his people are present with one another. It’s also a place of peace where there is 
harmony, love, good-will, and reconciliation between those who gather around it. And because 
God is so generous, it’s a place abundant provision where everyone is full and satisfied. The 
“tables” we will look at this week demonstrate all three. 

Let’s start with parts of Genesis 1 and 2. While no table is mentioned, everything that a table 
symbolizes — presence, peace, and provision— were there from the start. 

Read 

Genesis 1:26–31 (NIV)  

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that 
they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock 
and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground.”  
 
27 So God created mankind in his own image,  
in the image of God he created them;  
male and female he created them.  
 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 
the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and 
over every living creature that moves on the ground.”  
 
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole 
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 
30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the 
creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in 
it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.  
 
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, 
and there was morning—the sixth day.  
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Genesis 2:8–18 (NIV)  

8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put 
the man he had formed. 9 The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the 
ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of 
the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
  
10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated 
into four headwaters. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the 
entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 (The gold of that land is good; 
aromatic resin  and onyx are also there.) 13 The name of the second river is the 
Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river is 
the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the fourth river is the 
Euphrates.  
 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
take care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat 
from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”  
18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper 
suitable for him.”  

• Where do you see evidence of a table’s presence, peace, and provision? 

Reflect 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth as the place where he would dwell. 
Humanity was created to live in God’s presence in the garden he made for them, Eden. Here 
God provided everything that the first people needed. A river brought fresh water right 
through the garden, and its trees offered abundant food. Best of all, God was there offering his 
love and guidance as humanity accepted its responsibility of ruling over and cultivating 
creation.  

In the world God designed there was to be glorious harmony, not only between God and 
humanity, but between people. Everyone would have felt fully known and fully loved. There 
was no selfishness, so there would be no need for self-preservation. There was no envy, so 
there would only be cooperation. There was no fear of scarcity, so everything could be 
willingly shared. There was no hatred or bitterness, so there would be nothing to protect or 
hide. Adam and Eve and all their descendants would have only known peace, joy and 
abundance around the Lord’s table. 

Of course, the first couple’s rebellion and rejection of God’s presence and provision affected 
their relationship with God and with each other. They no longer had peace with God. They had 
to leave God’s immediate presence and provide for themselves. Now they and their 
descendants would struggle with pride, selfishness, jealousy, hatred, and fear, and it would 
make the total peace that should have flowed between people impossible.  
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Yet God was not going to give up on humanity. He immediately began working on a way to 
make sure that their deepest need to be fully known and fully loved would be met. He would 
set more tables before them and invite them to enjoy fellowship with him and with each other. 
We’ll pick up with another “table” in Exodus tomorrow. 

Respond 

• What does a table signify to you? Do you have good memories of sitting around “a 
table” (whether it’s a literal table or not) with people who know you and care about 
you? What is that like? Do you wish you experienced that more often? What prevents 
that experience? 

• Do you feel known and loved by God? Why or why not? 

Take a moment and praise God for his amazing design for humanity. Ask him for a deeper 
sense of his presence and greater peace with those around you. 

Day 2  
Lisa Scheffler, author 

One of my favorite holidays is Thanksgiving. Every year we travel down to Houston to visit my 
extended family. My uncle has a long, wooden table that seats ten, but that’s never enough. So, 
he sets up plastic tables and folding chairs. Sometimes people spill into the living room or sit 
on the back porch to eat. It doesn’t matter how many people show up, there is always plenty of 
good food and conversation. 

Not everyone there is a relative. There are some friends that we’ve welcomed into our clan 
over the years. So, the Friday after Thanksgiving most of us gather up again. We warm up the 
leftovers, play rousing games of dominoes, and enjoy catching up with those we don’t get to 
see often enough. We relive stories from the past and remember the loved ones we miss — 
grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles, and cousins who are no longer present to gather around 
the table. We talk about our hopes for the future. 

These gatherings aren’t perfect, but everyone tries to be on their best behavior. There are 
always some awkward moments and some topics have to be given a wide berth, but I am 
incredibly grateful for these times together. There is nothing like sitting around a table with 
people you love to solidify your relationships and strengthen your bonds. To remind you, 
especially at Thanksgiving, of the things you have to be thankful for. 

This has always been the case. God instituted festivals and feasts in the Jewish calendar to 
commemorate the past and look forward to the fulfillment of his promises in the future. Also 
in the days of the Old Testament, to eat and drink at someone’s table created a bond of mutual 
loyalty, and could be the culminating event in the making of a covenant. Today we’re going to 
consider the covenant God made with Israel in Exodus. Look for presence, peace, and 
provision in the making of this covenant.  
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Read 

Exodus 24:1–12 (NIV)  

24 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab 
and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, 
2 but Moses alone is to approach the Lord; the others must not come near. And 
the people may not come up with him.”  
 
3 When Moses went and told the people all the Lord’s words and laws, they 
responded with one voice, “Everything the Lord has said we will do.” 4 Moses 
then wrote down everything the Lord had said.  
 
He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain 
and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 Then he 
sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young 
bulls as fellowship offerings to the Lord. 6 Moses took half of the blood and put it 
in bowls, and the other half he splashed against the altar. 7 Then he took the 
Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do 
everything the Lord has said; we will obey.”  
 
8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the 
blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all 
these words.”  
 
9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 
10 and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement 
made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the sky. 11 But God did not raise his hand 
against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank.  
 
12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I 
will give you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have 
written for their instruction.”    
 

• Where do you see presence, peace, and provision? 

Reflect 

From the beginning of Exodus on, God had been demonstrating both his provision and his 
presence. As they moved through the desert, the Lord guided the Israelites by a pillar of cloud 
during the day and of fire at night. He fed them with manna and quail, and quenched their 
thirst with water from a rock. God was present and sustained his people with abundant 
provision, just as he’d promised. 
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To commemorate their escape from Egypt, God called upon the Israelites to observe the 
Passover. They were to cook the meal they had prepared on the night God delivered them 
from Egypt, when the angel of death passed over them (Exodus 12). They were also to eat 
unleavened bread for seven more days to remember that in their haste to leave Egypt, there 
was no time for the bread to rise. Every year, during Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 
bread, they were to remember the Lord’s great rescue of his people and his steadfast, faithful 
love, and commitment. 

The scene we read from Exodus 24 comes during the time when Moses and the people camped 
around Mount Sinai to receive God’s covenant word to his people. The laws given to Moses 
were to teach the people how to relate to their God and to each other. Following these 
commandments would bring peace to their relationships. It would set Israel apart and allow 
them to be a light to the surrounding nations, guiding them to the worship of the one, true 
God.  

In entering into this covenant, the people had to agree to God’s terms. They had to obey. The 
twelve pillars showed that every tribe was present and in agreement. The blood of the 
sacrifices signified both cleansing and commitment. Moses and the elders represented the 
people before God and stood in his presence. The description given to us in verse 1o is 
stunning, they “saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of 
lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the sky.” Yet even though they were sinful humans in the 
immediate presence of holy God, they were allowed to live. They could have peace with God. 
Not only that, “they saw God, and they ate and drank.” Amazing! 

In a sense, God prepared a table for the leaders of Israel and joined them at it. The Creator of 
the universe bound himself to these people. Knowing that in just a short time his people would 
make and worship a golden calf, God still comes to the table. Knowing they would break the 
covenant they had just agreed to, he dines with them anyway. Just like Jesus, who would one 
day celebrate the Passover with one who would betray him, one who would deny him, and 
others who would abandon him, God prepared a table that offered his presence, his peace, and 
his provision. 

God offers mercy and grace in spite of humanity’s rebellion against his will and rejection of his 
peace and provision. He does the same for you and me today. God invites you to come to him, 
be welcomed at his table and fellowship with him. Take advantage of that invitation today.  

Respond 

• What does God’s faithful, unbreakable commitment mean to you today. How can you 
rejoice in it right now? Spend some time praising God. 

• Passover reminded the Israelites of mighty acts of God from the past and his promises 
for the future. What are some of the mighty acts God has done in your life? How to they 
give you hope in his continued commitment to you in the future? 

Before the Lord, reflect on his faithful love and commitment to you and the peace with God 
enjoy because of Christ’s sacrifice. Ask him to bring that peace into your other relationships. 
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Day 3  
Lisa Scheffler, author 

In her book, This is God’s Table, Anna Woodenden describes her experience at Garden 
Church. Anna felt a calling to feed those who live at the margins of society, so she gathered a 
group of believers who shared her vision. Together they leased an abandoned lot in San Pedro, 
California at the bottom of a hill where a large homeless population lived beneath wealthy 
home owners who lived at the top. They prayed for an opportunity to bring this disjointed 
community together. 

True to its name, Garden Church started with a garden. Once they had cleared the lot and 
prepared areas to grow food for the hungry, the founders of this church decided to put a table 
at its center. But it wasn’t just any table. They selected a large cedar stump to represent a place 
where the community could work to feed others and also come to be fed. They would have 
worship services around this table followed by meals where people would contribute what 
they could and take what they needed. Everyone would be welcomed at this table. The first act 
of this community of believers was to dedicate this table to God. 

As Anna explains “I didn’t anoint the cedar stump, our table, with frankincense oil that 
morning in the empty lot on 6th Street because I thought something magical would happen. I 
anointed it because we humans need physical things to remind us of what is deeply true… the 
table would be a place that we would continue to gather around. It would prophesy the deep 
truth that all are welcome around God’s table”1 

Anna was dedicated to an idea that Jesus himself practiced during his time on earth — 
everyone is welcomed to join him at the table. Let’s look at two stories from the Gospels that 
show this.  

Read 

Luke 19:1–10 (NIV)  

19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the 
name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted 
to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 
4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was 
coming that way. 
  
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come 
down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once 
and welcomed him gladly.  
 

 
1 Anna Woodenden, This is God’s Table (Harrisonburg, VA: Herald Press, 2020) 27. 
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7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a 
sinner.”  
 
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give 
half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of 
anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”  
 
9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, 
too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost.”  
 

Luke 7:36–50 (NIV)  

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to 
the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who 
lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she 
came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his 
feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with 
her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.  
 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this 
man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of 
woman she is—that she is a sinner.”  
 
40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”  
“Tell me, teacher,” he said.  
 
41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay 
him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him 
more?”  
 
43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”  
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.  
 
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but 
she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give 
me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my 
feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 
47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has 
shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.”  
 
48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  
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49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?”  
 
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  

 

• Do you see God’s peace, provision, and presence in these stories? 

Reflect 

Those who weren’t used to receiving hospitality in the first century were people Jesus seemed 
to relish spending time with. They were those on the margins of society like the poor, the sick, 
and the disabled. They were also those who had been banished from polite society because 
their sins were deemed worse than everyone else’s. Zacchaeus and the woman who anoints 
Jesus belong in this category. 

By his own admission, Jesus had a reputation among the religious leaders for being “a glutton 
and a drunkard” (Matthew 11:18–19). One of the most distinctive things about him was that he 
dined with “notorious sinners.” These were people who’d been written off by the Pharisees as 
worthless and irredeemable. Jesus knew differently. 

Jesus offers Zacchaeus and this unnamed woman something other people didn’t — presence.  
Zacchaeus was wealthy, but despised because of his profession. Tax collectors were seen as 
traitors because they aligned themselves with Judea’s Roman oppressors. They were also 
notoriously dishonest and shifty. Zacchaeus was used to being excluded, but wanted to see 
Jesus anyway. His community would not welcome him, but Jesus invited the man into his 
presence. By going to his home, and likely sharing a meal with the tax collector, Jesus was 
displaying the enormity of God’s grace and welcome. He invited Zacchaeus to the table. 

Zacchaeus was hoping only to catch a glimpse of Jesus, but what he got was a full-fledged 
encounter with the Son of God. His tree-climbing efforts paid off in a big way. Sometimes that 
happens in our own lives. We timidly take a step, daring to hope for just a small peek at Jesus, 
and he overwhelms us with the generosity of his welcoming acceptance. 

Zacchaeus responds to Jesus’ acceptance with an immediate change of heart, and offers to give 
up half his wealth and repay everyone he’d cheated four times over. Jesus provides exactly 
what Zacchaeus needs, the grace that leads to repentance and ultimately peace with God and 
others. 

The unnamed woman in Luke 7 likely longed for the same. She learns that Jesus is nearby and 
crashes the dinner party he’s attending in the home of Simon, the Pharisee. Hurting, broken, 
and in need, she seeks out Jesus and is overwhelmed in his presence. She shows her love and 
devotion to him in ways that shock the other guests. But the effect of Jesus’ presence in the 
world shakes even the most deeply rooted social conventions.  

The Kingdom had come and with it the King’s standards of love and forgiveness. Jesus 
exposes society’s faulty view of people and invites us to see our fellow image-bearers as he sees 
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them. Jesus turns the table on Simon and calls him out for his lack of hospitality. Then he 
offers the woman what she truly needs, forgiveness. As with Zacchaeus, forgiveness brings 
acceptance, peace, and a place at the table. 

The Pharisees were sitting across from Jesus, but their pride and rebellion kept them from 
seeing what he was offering them. Those on the margins, like Zacchaeus and the unnamed 
woman knew they needed him and responded. They took advantage of the Jesus’ generous 
provision that transcended even the need for food. 

Part of Christ Fellowship’s new vision is to reach out to people with the love of Christ and 
gather with them around tables. This includes those whom society rejects or sees little value 
in. It’s also people like Zacchaeus, who because they are wealthy or prosperous may seem to 
“have it all.” Their needs aren’t so obvious unless we get a glimpse beneath the surface. Those 
of us who’ve experienced the magnitude of God’s love and forgiveness, and his provision and 
peace can light a path for others to discover it. 

Respond 

• Imagine that you are Zacchaeus or the woman who anoints Jesus with oil. What would 
have compelled you to seek him out? What would it have meant to be accepted by 
Jesus? Pray through your response and praise him for his great love. 

• What would it mean for you to extend yourself beyond your current social group and 
get to know others? What steps could you take to have more meaningful conversations 
with all kinds of people? 

Day 4 
Lisa Scheffler, author 

We were making tamales, and mine were not looking good. I was in Guatemala with a group of 
women from Christ Fellowship. Our wonderful hosts had done all the hard work preparing the 
meal we would take to the senior center in the nearby town. All we had to do was assemble the 
tamales, wrap them in banana leaves and tie them. Sounds simple, but for me, it wasn’t. 

Of course it didn’t matter what the tamales looked like when all was said and done. It was an 
unbelievable experience getting to spend time around tables with people I would have never 
had the privilege to meet otherwise. We ate together, sang songs, and heard testimonies of 
God’s goodness. You never know what can happen over a meal, any meal, even badly wrapped 
tamales.  

This week we’ve been reading stories from across the Bible that tell of God’s table. In the next 
few weeks we’ll discuss some of the major examples that we’re skipping over for now — the 
Last Supper, the Lord’s Supper, and the Wedding Feast of the Lamb. But today I want to focus 
on one of my favorite meals that’s depicted in the Bible. Something life changing happens over 
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this meal. It’s the time when Jesus cooked for his disciples after his resurrection. One more 
time, look for how God’s peace, provision, and presence is offered in this scene. 

Read 

John 21:4–17 (NIV)  

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize 
that it was Jesus.  
 
5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”  
“No,” they answered.  
 
6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” 
When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number 
of fish.  
 
7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as 
Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment 
around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other 
disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far 
from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of 
burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.  
 
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon 
Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large 
fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, 
“Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” 
They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, 
and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to 
his disciples after he was raised from the dead.  
 
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, 
do you love me more than these?”  
 
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”  
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
  
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”  
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”  
 
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He 
said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”  
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”  
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• Where do you see Jesus’ peace, provision, and presence? 

Reflect 

Jesus had died on the cross to take away the sins of the world and had been raised from the 
dead by the Father. He now appears before his disciples once again as the resurrected Son of 
God. And what does he do? He helps them fish and cooks them breakfast. I love that about 
Jesus! 

Of course, if you know anything about Peter’s relationship with Jesus, you know that there is 
more going on in this scene. In the Gospels, Peter is often bold and brash, and often speaks 
and acts before he thinks. We see this trait again in this story. Peter is so thrilled when he 
realizes it’s Jesus standing there on the shore, he impulsively jumps in the water to get to 
Jesus, leaving his fishing companions and their huge catch (thanks to Jesus) behind.  

John tell us that Jesus had made a fire on the shore. The word he selects for “fire” (verse 9) is 
only used one other time in Scripture, and it’s just a little earlier in John’s account. After Jesus 
was arrested, Peter followed him, but ends up denying him three times, just as Jesus had 
predicted. John uses the same word for the fire where Peter and the others warmed 
themselves on the night of Jesus’s arrest and trial. The charcoal fire of John 18:18 was the 
place of Peter’s denial. “For Peter, shame had a smell—that of burning charcoal.”2  

But this fire, and this meal is the place of reconciliation and restoration. Jesus’ invitation is 
simple, “Come and have breakfast.” Once again Jesus is inviting people to his table, to the 
meal he’s prepared, to dine in his presence, and find peace. Then Jesus insists that if Peter 
loves him, he will feed the Lord’s sheep. 

When we experience the peace with God that forgiveness and restoration through Jesus 
brings, we can demonstrate our love for Jesus by tending to his flock — the ones who are 
gathered, and the lost ones who need to come home. We don’t have to have to be pastors or 
professional clergy to love people, care for their needs, and invite them to dine with us at 
Jesus’ table. 

We might think of Jesus’ command to “feed my sheep” in purely metaphoric terms, but we 
don’t have to. We know that good conversations happen around meals. This is a trick my 
grandmother always used, feed people and you can get them talking. We can come to 
understand someone’s spiritual needs when we attend to their physical and emotional ones. 
We can have meaningful conversations that help point people to Jesus when we invite them to 
join us around a table. We can help them feel known and loved. 

Respond 

• How, like Peter, have you experienced Jesus’ restoration?  

 
2 Barry Jones, “The Dinner Table as a Place of Connection, Brokenness, and Blessing,” DTS Magazine, October 26, 2015, 
https://voice.dts.edu/article/a-place-at-the-table-jones-barry/ 
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• How, like Peter can you show your love for Jesus by feeding his sheep? 

Day 5 
Lisa Scheffler, author  

We’ve reached the end of our first week of our Table series. You won’t want to miss Sunday’s 
sermon where more of Christ Fellowship’s new vision will be unpacked. But for today reflect 
on we’ve seen this week as we’ve considered stories of God’s table. 

Reflect 

Read back through our stories from this week and notice the common threads between them. 
How do they show God’s table — his provision, peace, and presence? 

Genesis 1:26–31 

Genesis 2:8–18 

Exodus 24:1–12 

Luke 19:1–10 

Luke 7:36–50 

John 21:4–17 

Connect 

Every person longs to be known and be loved. We can try to stuff ourselves with all kinds of 
things — money, popularity, success, possessions, conveniences, experiences — but without 
real connection and love we will never be satisfied. Deep down, we all long for a place at the 
table. It doesn’t matter who you are, where you come from, or what other people think about 
you. You still want to be welcomed, accepted, provided for, and loved. 

God offers all of that at his table. Your place is set and there is a spot reserved for you. But 
there are always some open seats. Who can you invite to join you? So many people, right here 
in our community are struggling with loneliness, anxiety, and addiction. They need to 
experience the peace that comes from a right relationship with God and others, and the 
abundant provision of a generous Creator. They need to know that they are accepted into his 
presence with a Father’s embrace.  

You don’t need to have all the answers to the world’s maladies. You can’t solve someone else’s 
problems. But each of us can be a faithful presence who prays, listens, cares and walks 
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alongside. We can share the love of Christ with our words and actions, and in doing so, pull 
out a chair at God’s table and invite someone to take a seat next to us. 

Respond 

As you reflect on God’s table, spend some extended time in prayer. Praise God for his 
welcoming acceptance of you. Praise him for his provision, peace, and presence.  

Ask the Spirit to bring to mind some people in your life that you’d like to get to know better — 
people you could have meaningful conversations with. What steps could you take this week? 


